The question often comes up about who can evaluate what aircraft for formation cards. By stipulation of FAA when they approved the formation card process, FAST (Formation and Safety Team), evaluates pilots flying warbird, non aerobatic formation, FFI evalates pilots in non-warbird, non-aerobatic formation, and ICAS evaluates aerobatic formation. Also, as stated by FAA on their web site, once an individual obtains a formation card through one of the approved agencies, that pilot with his current formation card can fly formation in other type aircraft in FAA waivered airspace.

The pilot may own a warbird and an RV. He chooses in which aircraft he wants to fly for his evalaution and goes through the training and recommendation process in that aircraft. Once he gets a recommendation for an evaluation through a card holding Flight Lead, passes an evaluation, and receives his formation card, that card is accepted by FAA at the credentials review for an airshow, even though he is flying the other type aircraft. For instance, Doug Rozendaal has a FAST card issued to fly warbirds in formation, but he could fly his RV-4 with me at Oshkosh using his FAST card.

That being said, the Flight Lead is in charge of his formation. A FAST Flight Lead of a warbird flight may not accept a card issued by FFI, and visa versa. That is the Flight Lead's prerogative; he is in charge of that flight and is required to know the capability of every pilot in his flight. However, in most instances cards will be accepted by Flight Leads of both agencies and one's formation ability normally precedes him.
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